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| will open My mouth in parables;
| will utter what has been hidden
since the foundation of the world. . inew 13:350

THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST July 19, 2020

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Why must we endure the questions, the challenges, and the things that are not as they should be? The disciples
long ago wondered about this too. Why are there weeds in God’s field and what can be done about it? The seed
was good, but God has enemies, and so do you.

It is not given to us to resolve this until the Lord’s time, when He will separate the weeds from the wheat. It is
enough for us to know that God knows the hearts of people and that this tension will not endure. When Jesus comes
in His glory, the angels will gather out of His kingdom all who do not belong. Then the righteous shall shine like
the sun. Thanks be to God!

Yours in Christ Jesus,
+Pastor Griebenaw

Pastor’s phone: (760) 679-3699 Pastor’s email: pastor@gracelutheranelcentro.org
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OPENING HYMN: Blessed Jesus, at Your Word LSB 904
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1 Bless - ed Je - sus, at Your Word We are gath - ered

2 Al our knowl - edge, sense, and sight Lie in deep - est

3 Gra-cious Sav - ior, good and kind, Light of Light, from

A 4 Fa - ther, Son, and Spir - it, Lord, Praise to You and
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all to  hear You. Let our hearts and souls be  stirred
dark - ness shroud - ed Till Your Spir - it breaks our night
God pro - ceed - ing, O - pen now our heart and mind;
ad - o - ra - tion! Grant that we may trust Your Word,
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Now to seek and love and fear You, By Your teach-ings,
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With the beams of truth un-cloud - ed. You a - lone to
Help us by  Your Spir - it’s plead - ing. Hear the cry Your
Con - fi -dent of our sal - va - tion, While we here be-
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sweet and ho - ly, Drawn from earth to love You sole - ly.
God can win us; You must work all good with - in us.
Church now rais - es; Hear  and bless our prayers and prais - es.
low must wan - der, Till we sing Your prais -es yon - der

Text and tune: Public domain
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OPENING VERSICLES Psalm 51:15; Psalm 70:1
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O Lord, o - pen my lips,
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and my mouth will de - clare Your praise.
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Make haste, O God, to de-1liv-er me;
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make haste to help me, O Lord.
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Glo-ry be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spir - it;

) 4 —
g —n————f
ol L 4
) - o - s
as it was in the be - gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
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Praise to You, O Christ. Al - le - lu - ia.
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O come, let us wor - ship Him.

Venite Psalm 95: 1-7
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1 Ocome,letussing . . . ............ to the Lord,
2 FortheLordisa . . .............. great God
3 TheseaisHis,forHe . . . .. ......... made it,
5 Glory be to the Fatherand . . . ........ to the Son
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1 let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our sal - va - tion.
2andagreat . . . ... .00 king a - bove all gods.
3andHishand ............... formed the dry land.
Sandtothe . ................ Ho - ly Spir - it;
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1 Let us come into His presence with thanks - giv - ing,
2 The deep places of the earthare . . .. ... in His hand;
3 O come,let us worshipand . ........ bow down,
4ForHe . .........0iiiiieeean is our God,
5 asit was in the be - - gin - ning,
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1 let us make a joyful noiseto . . ... ... Him with songs of praise.
2 the strength of the hillsis . .. ... ... His al - so.
3 let us kneel beforethe . ... ....... Lord, our mak - er.
4 and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep__ of His hand.
5 is now, and will be for - - ev - er. A - men.
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The Lord has en-light-ened us  in the true faith.
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O come, let us wor - ship Him.
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OFFICE HYMN: Come, Ye Thankful People, Come LSB 892
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1 Come, ye thank-ful peo - ple, come; Raise the song of har-vest home.
2 All  the world is God’s own field, Fruit un - to His praise to yield;
3 For the Lord, our God, shall come And shall take His har- vest home,
4 E - ven so, Lord, quick-ly come To Thy fi-nal har-vest home;
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All be safe -ly gath-ered in Ere the win-ter storms be - gin;
Wheat and tares to - geth - er sown, Un - to joy or sor-row grown.
From His field shall in that day All of-fens-es purge a - way,
Gath - er Thou Thy peo - ple in, Free from sor-row, free from sin,
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God, our mak -er, doth pro-vide For our wants to be sup-plied.
First the blade and then the ear, Then the full corn shall ap - pear.
Give His an-gels charge at last In the fire the tares to cast,
There, for - ev - er pu - ri- fied, In Thy gar-ner to a - bide:
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Come to God’s own tem -ple, come; Raise the song of har-vest home.
Lord of har- vest, grant that we Whole-some grain and pure may be.

But  the fruit- ful ears to store In His gar - ner ev - er - more.
Come with all Thine an- gels, come, Raise the glo-rious har-vest home.

Text and tune: Public domain



READINGS
FIRST READING Isaiah 44:6-8

(P] A reading from the prophet Isaiah, chapter 44.

® Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel
and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:
“I am the First and | am the Last;
besides Me there is no God.
" Who is like Me? Let him proclaim it.
Let him declare and set it before Me,
since | appointed an ancient people.
Let them declare what is to come, and what will happen.
® Fear not, nor be afraid;
have I not told you from of old and declared it?
And you are My witnesses!
Is there a God besides Me?
There is no Rock; I know not any.”

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Romans 8:18-27
(P] A reading from Saint Paul’s letter to the church in Rome, chapter eight.

8For 1 consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is
to be revealed to us. **For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God.
“For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope
that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and obtain the freedom of the glory of
the children of God. ?For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of
childbirth until now. 2And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit,
groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. #*For in this hope
we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? **But if we hope
for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

% jkewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought,
but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 2’And He who searches hearts
knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.
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ALLELUIA & VERSE
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Al-le -lu - ida. Alldle-lu - ia. Alle-1Iu - ia.

Matthew 13:35b

Alleluia. I will open My mouth in parables;
I will utter what has been hidden since the foundation of the world. Alleluia.
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Al-le -lu - ida. Alldle-lu - ia. Alle-Iu - ia.



HOLY GOSPEL

(P The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
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© Glo-ry be to Thee, O  Lord.

**He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man
who sowed good seed in his field, ?but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds
among the wheat and went away. **So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared
also. ’And the servants of the master of the house came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow
good seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?’ He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’
So the servants said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ *But he said, ‘No, lest in
gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with them. *Let both grow together until the harvest,
and at harvest time | will tell the reapers, Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned,
but gather the wheat into my barn.”” . . .

*Then He left the crowds and went into the house. And His disciples came to Him, saying,
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” *’He answered, “The one who sows the good seed
is the Son of Man. **The field is the world, and the good seed is the children of the kingdom. The weeds
are the sons of the evil one, **and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the close of
the age, and the reapers are angels. “*Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be
at the close of the age. **The Son of Man will send His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom
all causes of sin and all law-breakers, “and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth. “*Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.
He who has ears, let him hear.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

RESPONSORY Psalm 119:89; 26:8; Luke 11:28
" Verse To Refrain
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1 Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens.
2 Blessed are those
who hear the Word of God  and keep— it.
3 Glory be to the
Father and to the Son  and to the Holy Spir - it
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SERMON
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Lord, I love
the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glo-ry dwells.

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

Rev. Griebenaw



CANTICLE
Stand

TE DEUM: We Praise You, O God
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1 We praise You, O God; we acknowledge You to be the Lord.
2 Holy, holy, holy, Lord Godof . . . . ... .. ... Sab - a - oth;
3 The noble army of martyrs . . . .. ... ... .. praise You.
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1 All the earth now worships You, the Fa-ther ev - er - last - ing.
2 heaven and earth are full of the majes - ty of Yourglo - ry.

3 The holy Church throughout all the world does ac - knowl-edge You:
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1 To You all angels cry aloud, the heavens and all the pow rs there-in.
2 The glorious company of the apostles . . . .. .. praise___  You.
3 The Father of an infinite majesty; Your adorable, true,and on - ly  Son;
4 You are the kingofglory, . . ... ......... (0) Christ;
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1 To You cherubim and seraphim con - tin - ual - ly do cry:
2 The goodly fellowship of the . . . . . proph-ets praise__  You.
3 alsotheHoly . .. .......... Ghost, the Com-fort - er.
4 You are the everlasting Son . . . . . of the Fa - ther.
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5 When You took upon Yourselftode - liv - er man,
6 Yousitattheright . . . . . ... ... ... hand of God
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5 You humbled Yourself to be born of a vir - gin.
6 intheglory . . ... ....... of the Fa - ther.
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5 When You had overcome the . . . . . . . sharpness of death,
6 Webelievethat . . . .. ... ... ... . You will come
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5 You opened the kingdom of heaven to all be - liev - ers.
6to. ... ... .. be our judge.
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7 We therefore pray You to help Your. . . . . . ser - vants,
8 O Lord, save Your people and bless Your . . . her - i - tage.
9 Grant, O Lord, to keep us this day with - out_— sin.
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7 whom You have redeem - ed with  Your pre - cious blood.
8 Govern them and lift . . . . them up for - ev - er.
9 O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy up - on us.
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7 Make them to be numbered . . . . . . ... .. with  Your saints
8 Daybydaywe . ... ... ........... magni - fy You.
9 O Lord, let Your mercy be upon us, as our trust is in You.
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7inglory . . . ... ... ... .. ...... ev - er - last - ing.
8 And we worship Your name for - ever and ev - er.
9 O Lord, in You have I trusted; let me never be con - found - ed.
PRAYER
Kneel (or remain standing)
KYRIE Mark 10:47
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer-cy.

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13
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Our Fa - ther who art in heav - en, hal-low - ed be Thy name,
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bread; and for-give us our tres-pass-es as we for-give
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those who tres - pass a - gainst  us; and lead us not in -
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to temp-ta -  tion, but de-liv-er us from e - vil
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For Thine is the king - dom and the pow’r and the glo -
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ry for - ev - er and ev - er. A - men.

COLLECTS
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P The Lord be with you.
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And with your spir - it.

Collect of the Day

(P} O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that, ever mindful of Your final
judgment, we may be stirred up to holiness of living here and dwell with You in perfect joy hereafter;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
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A - men.

Collect for the Reception of Prayer

(P} O God, merciful Father, You have promised to hear the prayers of all who in repentance call out to You.
Graciously hear us so that all evils which beset us may be of no avail, that we, Your servants, may evermore
give thanks to You in Your holy Church; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

A - men.

Additional collects may be prayed following the same form and response. The prayers conclude with the Collect for Grace.

Collect for Grace

(P} O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought us to the beginning
of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant that this day we fall into no sin,
neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be
righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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BENEDICAMUS Psalm 103:1
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Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION 2 Corinthians 13:14
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P] The grace of our Lord * Je-sus Christ and the love of God
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and the communion of the Holy Spir - it be with you all

A - men
CLOSING HYMN: Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing LSB 924
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1 Lord, dis-miss us with  Your bless-ing, Fill our hearts with
2 Thanks we give and ad - o - ra - tion For Your Gos - pel’s
3 Sav - ior, when Your love shall call wus From our strug- gling
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joy and peace; Let us each, Your love pos - sess - ing,
joy - ful sound. May the fruits of Your sal - va - tion
pil - grim way, Let not fear of  death ap - pall us,
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Tri - umph  in re - deem - ing grace. O re - fresh us;
In our hearts and lives a - bound. Ev - er faith - ful,
Glad Your sum - mons to o - bey. May we ev - er,
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o re - fresh us, Trav - ’ling through this  wil - der - ness.
ev - er faith - ful To Your truth may we be found.
may we ev - er Reign with You in end - less day.

Text and tune: Public domain

7 SOLI DEO GLORIA
(TO GOD ALONE BE THE GLORY)



SOME FINAL THOUGHTS FROM YOUR PASTOR

Brothers and sisters,

Endless monotony . . . that’s what this quarantine is starting to feel like. And I’m not just talking
about each day feeling more or less like a personal version of the movie “Groundhog Day.” (though
without the regular schedule of work and social engagements, no one day feels different than another).

The news hasn’t changed; it’s just an endless stream of COVID-19 updates, reports about riots, civil
unrest, and historical figures being cast into the dustbin of history. Now with the El Centro summer heat
. well, every day is starting to feel the same, inside and out. Have you started to feel the same way?

Saint Paul’s words in today’s epistle reading brought me comfort—not the part about the “sufferings
of this present time [not being comparable to] the glory that is to be revealed to us” (Rom. 8:18), though
that is a beautiful reality to behold. It was actually the part about groaning . . . because that word is such
an apt description for today’s events and such an apt description of how I’ve been feeling.

Saint Paul writes, “For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of
childbirth until now. And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit,
groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies” (Rom. 8:22-23).

So the world and each of us—yes, even us Christians who are supposed to be happy and joy-filled
all the time, with no worries about this world because JESUS (at least that is how it feels like popular
culture expects to be)—groans and struggles and sometimes feels crushed.

But you know who also groans? The Holy Spirit! “Likewise the [Holy] Spirit helps us in our
weakness. . . . the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words” (Rom. 8:26).

And this is not pointless groaning or useless complaining; these are the groanings of childbirth—the
sorrow and anguish that precede immeasurable and unimaginable joy! . . . but we have to get through the
groanings and we will get through the groanings (maybe not unscathed) by the grace of God.

In the meantime, let’s help each other through these “groanings.” It’s been a long time since we’ve
been able to gather face-to-face and to look each other in the eye and say, “How are you? Are you okay?
I love you. Let me help.” It might be a while before we can do this in person—so let’s do this on the
phone! Dig out your old Member Directory this week and give someone a call, maybe even someone
you don’t usually talk with, and just say, “Hi! How are you doing? I love you and I miss you.”

One thing that’s really helped me is being able to see and talk with some of you in real-time during
our Tuesday Bible Study. So please join me for our Study of the Psalms on “Zoom” every Tuesday at
Noon (ending by 1:00pm). We socialize for the first 15 minutes and work through the psalm from
12:15pm to 12:45pm, concluding by 1:00pm. This week we study Psalm 13.

¢ To join the study on your computer, go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7603525715
e To join by phone, call either “669-900-9128” or “346-248-7799” and enter 7603525715#

And tune-in to Facebook each Wednesday night at 7:00pm for a short (30 minute) service of prayer
and meditation on the psalm. The service folder will be on our website (www.GraceLutheranEICentro.org)
and the live-stream will be on our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/Gracel utheranElCentro).

Lastly, please continue to mail your tithes and offerings to the church's post office box:

Grace Evangelical-Lutheran Church
PO Box 1530
El Centro, CA 92244-1530.

Yours in Christ Jesus,
+Pastor Griebenaw
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