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Grace Lutheran Church 
8th and Holt – PO Box 1530, El Centro, CA  92244-1530 

 
 

 

 

MIDWEEK DEVOTION – JOHN 20:1–18 April 7, 2021 

T EVENING PRAYER T 

SERVICE OF LIGHT 

Kneel or Stand 

EASTER VERSICLES 
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PHOS HILARON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT 
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Sit 

PSALMODY 

PSALM 141 Psalm 141:1–4, 8 
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P Let us pray. 

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-kindness 

descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and 

the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 

OFFICE HYMN: Chief of Sinners Though I Be LSB 611 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public Domain 
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READINGS 

HOLY GOSPEL John 20:1–18 

P A reading from the Gospel of Saint John, the twentieth chapter. 

 1Now the first day of the week Mary Magdalene went to the tomb early, while it was still dark, 

and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2Then she ran and went to Simon Peter, and to 

the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, 

and we do not know where they have laid him.”  
 3So Peter went out, and the other disciple, and were going to the tomb. 4So they both ran together, 

and the other disciple outran Peter and came to the tomb first. 5And he, stooping down and looking in, 

saw the linen cloths lying there; yet he did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went 

into the tomb; and he saw the linen cloths lying there, 7and the handkerchief that had been around 

His head, not lying with the linen cloths, but folded together in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, 

who came to the tomb first, went in also; and he saw and believed. 9For as yet they did not know the Scripture, 

that He must rise again from the dead. 10Then the disciples went away again to their own homes. 

 11But Mary stood outside by the tomb weeping, and as she wept she stooped down and looked into the tomb. 
12And she saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head and one at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. 
13Then they said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?”  

 She said to them, “Because they have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid Him.”  

 14Now when she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, and did not know 

that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?”  

 She, supposing Him to be the gardener, said to Him, “Sir, if You have carried Him away, tell me where 

You have laid Him, and I will take Him away.”  

 16Jesus said to her, “Mary.”  

 She turned and said to Him, “Rabboni!” (which is to say, Teacher).  

 17Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to Me, for I have not yet ascended to My Father; but go to My brethren 

and say to them, ‘I am ascending to My Father and your Father, and to My God and your God.’”  

 18Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that He had spoken 

these things to her. 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God.   

Silence for reflection. 

P In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.  Hebrews 1: 1–2a 

SERMON 
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CANTICLE 

Stand 

MAGNIFICAT: Song of Mary Luke 1:46–55 
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T Prayer T 

Kneel or Remain Standing 

LITANY  

The congregation begins the response as the pastor concludes each petition, so that the word “Lord” is sung together. 

 

 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For Matthew, our Synod President, for Michael, our District President, for all pastors in Christ, 

for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For Joseph, our nation’s President, for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, 

that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, 

those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be included] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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Silence for individual prayer may follow. 

 

 

COLLECT FOR PEACE  

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, 

that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also 

that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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LORD’S PRAYER LSB 957 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stand 

BENEDICAMUS [Psalm 103:1] 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

 
 

T  SOLI DEO GLORIA T  
(TO GOD ALONE BE THE GLORY) 


