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Kneel or Stand

Opening Versicles
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The Lord Almighty grant us a qui-et night and peace at the last.
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It is good to give thanks to the Lord,
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to sing praise to Your name, O Most High
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to herald Your love in the morn - ing,
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Your truth at the close of the day.

Exhortation
(P] Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence for self-examination.

Holy and gracious God,

I confess that | have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin I know—the thoughts and words
and deeds of which I am ashamed—Dbut some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ
I ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore me that I may rest in peace.

By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in Him we are forgiven.
We rest now in His peace and rise in the morning to serve Him.

Amen.



1 Psalmody 1

Psalm Psalm 24; antiphon: vv. 9-10
The pastor and congregation chant responsively. The antiphon is chanted by the pastor before and after the psalm.
* *

“ ——
)

o o &

(Antiphon) Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them up, O | ancient doors,*
that the King of glory | may come in.

Who is this King of | glory?*
The LORD of hosts, He is the King of | glory!

The earth is the LORD’s and the full- | ness thereof,*
the world and those who | dwell therein,

for He has founded it up- | on the seas*
and established it upon the | rivers.

¥ Who shall ascend the hill | of the LORD?*
And who shall stand in His | holy place?
He who has clean hands and a | pure heart,*
who does not lift up his soul to what is false
and does not swear de- | ceitfully.
He will receive blessing | from the LORD*
and righteousness from the God of his sal- | vation.
Such is the generation of those who | seek Him,*
who seek the face of the God of | Jacob.

Lift up your heads, O gates!
And be lifted up, O | ancient doors,*
that the King of glory | may come in.
® Who is this King of | glory?*
The LORD, strong and mighty,
the LORD, mighty in | battle!
Lift up your heads, O gates!
And lift them up, O | ancient doors,*
that the King of glory | may come in.
®Who is this King of | glory?*
The LORD of hosts,
He is the King of | glory!

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen. The antiphon is repeated.
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Office Hymn: Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates

LSB 341, sts. 1-3
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1 Lift up your heads, ye might - y gates! Be - hold, the
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King of glo - ry waits. The King of kings is draw - 1ing
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va - tion He doth bring; There-fore

re - joice and glad - ly sing.

all  our woe He brings; There-fore the earth is glad and sings.
sun of joy is He Who comes to set His peo-ple free.
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To God the Fa - ther raise Your joy - ful songs of praise.
To Christ the Sav -ior raise Your grate - ful hymns of praise.
To God the Spir - it raise Your hap - py shouts of praise.

Text and tune: Public Domain

I~ Readings *I-

12« And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you, but to fear the LORD your God,
to walk in all His ways, to love Him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul,
Band to keep the commandments and statutes of the LORD, which | am commanding you today for your good?
““Behold, to the LORD your God belong heaven and the heaven of heavens, the earth with all that is in it.
>Yet the LORD set His heart in love on your fathers and chose their offspring after them, you above all
peoples, as you are this day. °Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no longer stubborn.
YFor the LoRD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God,
who is not partial and takes no bribe. **He executes justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves
the sojourner, giving him food and clothing. **Love the sojourner, therefore, for you were sojourners in
the land of Egypt. °You shall fear the LORD your God. You shall serve Him and hold fast to Him, and by
His name you shall swear. ?He is your praise. He is your God, who has done for you these great and
terrifying things that your eyes have seen. 2Your fathers went down to Egypt seventy persons, and now
the LORD your God has made you as humerous as the stars of heaven.”

First Reading

Silence for reflection.

Second Reading

Deuteronomy 10:12-22

Revelation 21:1-8

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and
the sea was no more. 2And | saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. *And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold,
the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God Himself
will be with them as their God. “He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more,
neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”



>And He who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also He said,
“Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” *And He said to me, “It is done! | am the Alpha
and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life
without payment. "The one who conquers will have this heritage, and | will be his God and he will be My son.
8But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers,
idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.”

Silence for reflection.

Holy Gospel Matthew 5:17-20

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them
but to fulfill them. *®For truly, | say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass
from the Law until all is accomplished. **Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments
and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them
and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. ?°For | tell you, unless your righteousness
exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”

Silence for reflection.

Responsory Psalm 31:5
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In-to Your hands, O Lord, I com - mend my spir-it.
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In-to Your hands I com - mend my  spir - it.
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You have re - deemed me, O Lord, God of truth.
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In-to Your hands I com - mend my  spir - it.

Glory be to the Fa - ther and to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir-it.
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In-to Your hands I com - mend my  spir - it.

Meditation on the Psalm



Responsory Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates LSB 341, sts. 1, 4-5
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1 Lift up your heads, ye might - y gates! Be - hold, the
4 Fling wide the por - tals of your heart; Make it a
5 Re - deem - er, come and o - pen wide My heart to
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King of glo - ry waits. The King of kings is draw - ing
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near, The Sav - ior of the world is here. Life and  sal -
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va - tion He doth bring; There-fore = re - joice and glad - ly sing.
Sov-’reign en - ter in And new and no - bler life be - gin.

Spir - it guide us on Un - til our glo - rious goal is won.
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To God the Fa- ther raise Your joy - ful songs of praise.
To God a - lone be praise For word and deed and grace!
E - ter - nal praise and fame We of - fer to Thy name.

Text and tune: Public Domain
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Kneel or Stand
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Hear my prayer, O Lord;
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listen to my cry.
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Keep me as the apple of Your eye;
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hide me in the shadow of Your wings.
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In righteousness I shall see You;
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when I awake, Your presence will give me joy.



One or more of the following are prayed.

Be present, merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so that we who are wearied
by the changes and chances of life may find our rest in You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life, until the shadows lengthen and the evening comes
and the busy world is hushed, the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then, Lord, in Your mercy
grant us a safe lodging and a holy rest and peace at the last; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in Your great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers
of this night; for the love of Your only Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Visit our dwellings, O Lord, and drive from them all the snares of the enemy; let Your holy angels dwell
with us to preserve us in peace; and let Your blessing be on us always; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Eternal God, the hours both of day and night are Yours, and to You the darkness is no threat. Be present,
we pray, with those who labor in these hours of night, especially those who watch and work on behalf
of others. Grant them diligence in their watching, faithfulness in their service, courage in danger, and
competence in emergencies. Help them to meet the needs of others with confidence and compassion;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent. Abide with us and with Your
whole Church. Abide with us at the end of the day, at the end of our life, at the end of the world.

Abide with us with Your grace and goodness, with Your holy Word and Sacrament, with Your strength
and blessing. Abide with us when the night of affliction and temptation comes upon us, the night of fear
and despair, the night when death draws near. Abide with us and with all the faithful, now and forever.
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 957

(P} Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
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Stand

Nunc Dimittis

A | Antiphon
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Guide us wak - ing, O Lord, and guard us sleep-ing
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thata-wake we may watch with Christ  and asleep we may rest in peace.
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Lord, now You let Your ser-vant go in peace; Your word has been ful - filled.
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My own eyes have seen the sal-va - tion which You have prepared
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and guard us sleep - ing that a- wake we may
£ IE I T — ] f T— N |
| P | I I I I [ I I N |
[N i i o = el I ]
Y] —_— { — — _
watch with Christ and asleep we may rest in peace.
Benediction
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(P) The almighty and merciful Lord, the Fa - ther, the *} Son,
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and the Holy Spir - it, bless you and keep you.
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(TO GOD ALONE BE THE GLORY)

Luke 2: 29-32



