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Grace Lutheran Church 
8th and Holt – PO Box 1530, El Centro, CA  92244-1530 

 

MIDWEEK DEVOTION – PSALM 38  April 21, 2021 

T EVENING PRAYER T 
SERVICE OF LIGHT 

Kneel or Stand 

EASTER VERSICLES 

  

  

  

PHOS HILARON 
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THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sit 

PSALMODY 

PSALM 141 Psalm 141:1–4, 8 
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P Let us pray. 

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-kindness 

descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and 

the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 
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MEDITATION PSALM Psalm 38; antiphon: vv. 21, 22 

The pastor and congregation chant responsively. The antiphon is chanted by the pastor before and after the psalm. 

 
 (Antiphon) Do not forsake me, | O LORD!* 

   O my God, be not | far from me! 

 Make haste to | help me,* 

   O Lord, my sal- | vation! 
1 O LORD, rebuke me not in Your | anger,* 

nor discipline me | in Your wrath! 

2 For Your arrows have sunk | into me,* 

and Your hand has come | down on me. 
3 There is no soundness in my flesh because of Your indig- | nation;* 

there is no health in my bones because | of my sin. 
4 For my iniquities have gone o- | ver my head;* 

like a heavy burden, they are too heav- | y for me. 
5 My wounds stink and | fester* 

because of my | foolishness, 
6 I am utterly bowed down and | prostrate;* 

all the day I go about | mourning. 
7 For my sides are filled with | burning,* 

and there is no soundness | in my flesh. 
8 I am feeble | and crushed;* 

I groan because of the tumult | of my heart. 
9 O Lord, all my longing is be- | fore You;* 

my sighing is not hid- | den from You. 
10 My heart throbs; my strength | fails me,* 

and the light of my eyes—it also has | gone from me. 
11 My friends and companions stand aloof | from my plague,* 

and my nearest kin stand | far off. 
12 Those who seek my life lay their snares; those who seek my hurt speak of | ruin* 

and meditate treachery | all day long. 
13 But I am like a deaf man; I | do not hear,* 

like a mute man who does not o- | pen his mouth. 
14 I have become like a man who | does not hear,* 

and in whose mouth are | no rebukes. 
15 But for You, O LORD, | do I wait;* 

it is You, O Lord my God, who will | answer. 
16 For I said, “Only let them not rejoice | over me,* 

who boast against me when my | foot slips!” 
17 For I am read- | y to fall,* 

and my pain is ever be- | fore me. 
18 I confess my in- | iquity;* 

I am sorry | for my sin. 
19 But my foes are vigorous, they are | mighty,* 

and many are those who hate me | wrongfully. 
20 Those who render me e- | vil for good* 

accuse me because I follow | after good. 
21 Do not forsake me, | O LORD!* 

O my God, be not | far from me! 
22 Make haste to | help me,* 

O Lord, my sal- | vation! 

 Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

 as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.  The antiphon is repeated. 
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OFFICE HYMN: In God, My Faithful God LSB 745 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public Domain 

READINGS 

FIRST READING Genesis 4:5b–7 

P A reading from Genesis, chapter four. 
 5bSo Cain was very angry, and his face fell. 6The LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has 

your face fallen? 7If you do well, will you not be accepted*? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching 

at the door. Its desire is for you, but you must rule over it.” 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. C Thanks be to God.   

Silence for reflection. 

SECOND READING Romans 5:12, 18–19 

P A reading from Romans, chapter five. 
 12Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death 

spread to all men because all sinned— . . . 18Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, 

so one act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. 19For as by the one man’s 

disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous. 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. C Thanks be to God.   

Silence for reflection. 

THIRD READING John 14:1–6 (NKJV) 

P A reading from the Gospel of Saint John, chapter fourteen. 
 1“Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. 2In My Father’s house are 

many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3And if I go and 

prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. 
4And where I go you know, and the way you know.”  

 5Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going, and how can we know the way?”  

 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. C Thanks be to God.   

Silence for reflection. 

 
* Hebrew Idiom; literally “will there not be a lifting up (of your face)” 
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P In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.  Hebrews 1: 1–2a 

SERMON 

CANTICLE 

Stand 

MAGNIFICAT: Song of Mary Luke 1:46–55 
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PRAYER 

Kneel or Remain Standing 

LITANY  

The congregation begins the response as the pastor concludes each petition, so that the word “Lord” is sung together. 

 

 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For Matthew, our Synod President, for Michael, our District President, for all pastors in Christ, 

for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For Joseph, our nation’s President, for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, 

that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, 

those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be included] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

 
 



- 8 - 

 

Silence for individual prayer may follow. 

 

 

COLLECT FOR PEACE  

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, 

that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also 

that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER LSB 957 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
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Stand 

BENEDICAMUS [Psalm 103:1] 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

T  SOLI DEO GLORIA T  
(TO GOD ALONE BE THE GLORY) 

 


