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Grace Evangelical-Lutheran Church (LCMS) 
8th and Holt – PO Box 1530, El Centro, CA  92244-1530 

Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; 

      yet we esteemed Him stricken,  

             smitten by God, and afflicted. 
         + Isaiah 53:4 

GOOD FRIDAY  April 2, 2021 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

From Holy Thursday, we move to 

Good Friday, the second of the three-day 

Triduum service.  This is the most solemn 

day of the Church Year, when we recall the 

death that saves us.  God gave us His name 

as His word and bond.  The saving name 

of God is Jesus, the incarnate Son of God 

who walked obediently under the Law, 

delivered Himself up to the bitter suffering 

and death of the cross, and made salvation 

available for all who wear that name 

by Baptism and faith. 

Luther reminds us that God’s name 

was given to us to be the name we call upon in prayer and the name we raise in worship and praise.  Christ’s death 

fulfills the commandment’s promise and makes His name the source of all our hopes of salvation. “[F]or there is 

no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12b).   

The service of Tenebrae (meaning “darkness”) consists of extinguishing the church lights.  It is a reminder 

of the darkness that came over the land as Christ hung on the cross and the greater darkness that occurred 

when the Author of Life was put to death.  The loud noise heard at the end of this service is called the “strepitus.”  

It has various interpretations: the scourging by the soldiers, the earthquake that shook Jerusalem at the moment 

of Christ’s death, and the closing of the tomb. 

But the service on Good Friday is no funeral for Christ!  Yes—it is a day of repentance over sin; but more 

than this, it is a day of restrained joy and praise for the redemption Christ accomplished for us on the cross.  

The bonds that hold Christ in death and the restrains on our joy and praise will soon be loosed on the third day… 

We begin the service tonight by gathering in silent contemplation of our Lord’s Passion. 

  Yours in Christ Jesus, 

+Pastor Griebenaw 

 Pastor’s phone: 760-679-3699 Pastor’s email: pastor@gracelutheranelcentro.org 
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T GOOD FRIDAY TENEBRAE VESPERS T 

Stand 

OPENING VERSICLES Psalm 51:5; Psalm 70:1 

 

 

 

 

 

Sit 

 THE PASSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

HYMN: O Sacred Head, Now Wounded LSB 450, sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000347; tune: Public Domain  
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PASSION READING John 19:1–16a (NKJV) 

P The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint John, the nineteenth chapter. 

1So then Pilate took Jesus and scourged Him. 2And the soldiers twisted a crown of thorns and put it 

on His head, and they put on Him a purple robe. 3Then they said, “Hail, King of the Jews!” And they 

struck Him with their hands. 4Pilate then went out again, and said to them, “Behold, I am bringing Him 

out to you, that you may know that I find no fault in Him.” 5Then Jesus came out, wearing the crown 

of thorns and the purple robe. And Pilate said to them, “Behold the Man!” 6Therefore, when the chief priests 

and officers saw Him, they cried out, saying, “Crucify Him, crucify Him!” Pilate said to them, “You take Him 

and crucify Him, for I find no fault in Him.” 7The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according 

to our law He ought to die, because He has made Himself the Son of God.” 8Therefore, when Pilate heard 

that saying, he was the more afraid, 9and went again into the Praetorium, and said to Jesus, “Where are 

You from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. 10So Pilate said to Him, “Are You not speaking to me? 

Do You not know that I have power to crucify you, and power to release You?” 11Jesus answered, 

“You could have no power at all against Me unless it had been given you from above. Therefore the one 

who delivered Me to you has the greater sin.” 
12From then on Pilate sought to release Him, but the Jews cried out, saying, “If you let this Man go, 

you are not Caesar’s friend. Whoever makes himself a king speaks against Caesar.” 13When Pilate 

therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus out and sat down in the judgment seat in a place called 

The Pavement, but in Hebrew, Gabbatha. 14Now it was the Preparation Day of the Passover, and about 

the sixth hour. And he said to the Jews, “Behold your King!” 15But they cried out, “Away with Him, 

away with Him! Crucify Him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, 

“We have no king but Caesar!” 16Then he delivered Him to them to be crucified. 

A candle is extinguished 

HYMN: O Sacred Head, Now Wounded LSB 450, sts. 4–7 

 

 

 

 
 

Stand 
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PASSION READING John 19:16b–42 (NKJV) 

Then they took Jesus and led Him away. 17And He, bearing His cross, went to a place called 

the Place of a Skull, which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha, 18where they crucified Him, and two others 

with Him, one on either side, and Jesus in the center. 19Now Pilate wrote a title and put it on the cross. 

And the writing was: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS. 20Then many of the Jews read this title, 

for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and it was written in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin. 
21Therefore the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but, 

‘He said, “I am King of the Jews.”’” 22Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.” 
23Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took His garments and made four parts, to each soldier 

a part, and also the tunic. Now the tunic was without seam, woven from the top in one piece. 
24They said therefore among themselves, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be,” 

that the Scripture might be fulfilled which says: “They divided My garments among them, and for My 

clothing they cast lots.” Therefore the soldiers did these things.  
25Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His mother, and His mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, 

and Mary Magdalene. 26When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple whom He loved standing by, 

He said to His mother, “Woman, behold your son!” 27Then He said to the disciple, “Behold your mother!” 

And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home. 
28After this, Jesus, knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the Scripture might be fulfilled, 

said, “I thirst.” 29Now a vessel full of sour wine was sitting there; and they filled a sponge with sour wine, 

put it on hyssop, and put it to His mouth. 30So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, 

“It is finished!” And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit. 
31Therefore, because it was the Preparation Day, that the bodies should not remain on the cross 

on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be broken, 

and that they might be taken away. 32Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the other 

who was crucified with Him. 33But when they came to Jesus and saw that He was already dead, they did not 

break His legs. 34But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately blood and water 

came out. 35And he who has seen has testified, and his testimony is true; and he knows that he is telling 

the truth, so that you may believe. 36For these things were done that the Scripture should be fulfilled, 

“Not one of His bones will be broken.” 37And again another Scripture says, “They shall look on Him 

whom they pierced.” 
38After this, Joseph of Arimathea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly, for fear of the Jews, 

asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus; and Pilate gave him permission. So he came and took 

the body of Jesus. 39And Nicodemus, who first came to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture of 

myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pounds. 40Then they took the body of Jesus, and bound it in strips of linen 

with the spices, as the custom of the Jews is to bury. 41Now in the place where He was crucified there was 

a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. 42So there they laid Jesus, 

because of the Jews’ Preparation Day, for the tomb was nearby. 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

A candle is extinguished 

RESPONSORY 1 John 2:1–2; (Mark 10:33); Psalm 32:1 

 

 

Sit 
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OFFICE HYMN: A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth LSB 438 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000347; tune: Public Domain 

SERMON Rev. Griebenaw 

After the sermon, the pastor may say: 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:7 

C Amen. 

Stand 
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 ADORATION OF THE CROSS 

 

 

  

 

  

 

Sit/Kneel 

 REPROACHES 

REPROACH Micah 6:3–4 
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HYMN: Lamb of God, Pure and Holy LSB 434, st. 1 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public Domain  

A candle is extinguished. 

REPROACH (Jeremiah 2:6–7) 
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HYMN: Lamb of God, Pure and Holy LSB 434, st. 2 

 

 

 

 

A candle is extinguished. 
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REPROACH Isaiah 5:2–4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HYMN: Lamb of God, Pure and Holy LSB 434, st. 3 
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A candle is extinguished. 

 PRAYERS 

Stand/Remain Kneeling 

KYRIE Mark 10:47 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER LSB 957 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
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SALUTATION 2 Timothy 4:22 

 

 

 

 Almighty and everlasting God, You willed that Your Son should bear for us the pains of the cross 

and so remove from us the power of the adversary. Help us so to remember and give thanks for 

our Lord’s passion that we may receive forgiveness of sin and redemption from everlasting death; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

 ADORATION OF CHRIST 

 

C We adore You, | O Lord,* 

     and we praise and glorify Your holy resur- | rection. 

For behold, by the wood | of Your cross* 

     joy has come into | all the world. 

God be merciful to us and | bless us,* 

     and cause His face to shine upon us, and have mercy up- | on us. 

We adore You, | O Lord,* 

     and we praise and glorify Your holy resur- | rection. 

For behold, by the wood | of Your cross* 

     joy has come into | all the world. 

The Paschal Candle is carried out of the sanctuary. 

 STREPITUS 

The Paschal Candle is returned to the sanctuary as a reminder that Christ, the Light of the World, yet shines in the darkness 

and the darkness has not overcome Him (John 1:5). 

All leave the church in silent contemplation of the Passion of our Lord. 

 

 

T  SOLI DEO GLORIA T  

(TO GOD ALONE BE THE GLORY) 
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